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INTRODUCTION 


It has been suggested lo the Author of the 
following pages to compile a small treatise, 
which without professing to be -in abridg 
ment of tlw HtndQ Saerrd Wnlings shcaJd 
convey in a conase form an Epitome of the 
mforroatlon that lias b*^ obtained with re- 
spect to the leading dogmas of the Brah 
mimcal SupcnslUton 

When we reflect upon certain peculiarities 
of the Religions Worship praclbcd by the llin 
dGs on lU great antiquity on the fact that 
two thousand years before the Christian rera 
it was as at the present day in full force 
that it witnessed the rise dcchnc and fall of 
the Idolatry of Egypt and of the great 
Western Mythology of Greece and Rome 
that hitherto it has scarcely yielded In the 
slightest degree to the adverse influence of 
the Mohammedan race on the one hand or 
to European dictation on the other and 
that it exercises by Its system of caste a 
powerful control over the manners, customs 
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costume and. social status of the entire Hmdu 
commumty, it becomes a subject fraught with 
interest to every cultivated mind, and offers 
an affecting but cunous example of the power 
of a hoary and temble superstition in degrad- 
mg and enslavmg so large a portion of the 
human race 

The sources from whence much of the 
matenal in this compilation are denved, are 
acknowledged in numerous notes 

It does not come withm the compass of 
this sketch to enumerate all the theological 
dogmas contamed m the Sacred Writings 
of the Hmdus , those only have been se- 
lected for annotation and remark which seem 
to have the most duect beanng on the object 
m view, m the elucidation of the worship of 
Power — the Gnosticism of India 



ANN0TAT10S5 

n»» 

SACRED V/RITIIIGS OF THE HIHDUS 


Tin. onpn of ihr ltflinou< Worship cf iM 
HindQs b lent in tcmnXt anlifjtntx Tor mauv 
ofr^ antoior to the time of Mmu ihnr fmi 
LawpVTT all that hw hwid-^ dn»m to 
os li> oral tradiu^n w^n^ to confimi the 
li>*pothrJJ'< that they «fre 'vorjltipp^ of 
one <ioJ onl) whom the) (lr*J/piatrU Vruhm 
Xfma t!»f nicalhtng Seal a ipirtttial 

Saprcinc Being coe>aI with the formalfon of 
Uifi viorW v.'fihoui end cxcfhutlng permeating 
nil *pacc the hcncCctal disposer of twnts 
The wortlilp of thr HiodOt at ilih period 

probably limple and ihdr ceranonlca 
few In process of time hos^cNtr the date 
of wlifch cannot be correctly delennlned 
they appear ioha\e adopted a material type 
of emblem of DrUhm n rode block of ttonc 
began (o be set op this was the PfuiUtn 

or as they termed it the Likca Tbh 
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emblem had reference to the procreative Power 
seen throughout nature, and m that pnmseval 
age wa5 regarded with the greatest awe and 
veneration To the mfluence of this image 
was attributed the fructifymg warmth which 
brought to perfection the fruits of the earth 
and contributed to the reproduction both of 
man, animals, and everything that has hfe 
This simple and primitive Idolatry came, 
by degrees, to diverge mto the adoration of 
the elements, particularly Fire , and at length 
developed itself by the mstitution of an emana- 
tion from Bmhm Atma m his Tnune capacity , 
as Creator, Preserver or Saviour, and De- 
stroyer These attributes were deified under 
the names of Brahma, Vishnu and Siva, on 
whom were conferred three Gunas or quahties, 
viz , Ra'\as (passion). Sat (punty), and Tumas 
(darkness) This is the Trimurti * 

The next step towards the formation of a 
Pantheon was the institution of Avatas and 
Avantaras, i e , greater and lesser Incarna- 
tions , by which one or other of the Triad 
imparted a portion of his divme essence both 
to men (generally Bahurdurs or heroes) and 
to brutes The tendency to deify heroes, 

*"Tnmurh, ‘three formed,’ Murlt sigmf5ang also 
an Image Our vital souls are, according to the Vedanta, 
^ , no more than images or etdola of the Supreme Spint ”■ — 
As Res , vol m 
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and irrational creatures v^'as not pmiliar Iiou 
CNCT to the lIindQs for the Assyrians Ctrus- 
cans Greeks and Romans had the same 
custom as had also the Eg^'ptians In a much 
more extended degree 

Tliis s)*stem ot Avatas w*as followed by 
an almost xim\crsal deification not only of 
the ckments and tlic hcaxcnlj bodies but of 
cverj recognised attnbutc of the Sufircmc 
Bang and the Cnl Spini Omnijwtcnce 
Beneficence \nnuc Lo\t Vice Anger 
Murder all rccciic a tangible form untU 
at the present time tlie Hindfl Pantheon 
contains little short of a Million Gods and 
Dcml-gods It 15 admitted liowcicr that 
to man) of these Ihc) pa) onl) rrlatisc 
honour 

It IS a little remarkable that of this host of 
Divinities especially In Bengal Sid<* is the 
God whom the) arc especially delighted to 
honour As the Dc5tro>cr and one who 
revels in croelly and bloodshed this teniblc 
deity who has not inaptly been compared to 
the Molodi of Scnplurc of all their Dmmtics 
suggests most our idea of the Devil It may 
therefore be concluded that the most exalted 
notion of worship among the Hindils Is a 
service of Fear The Brahynxm say that the 
other Gods arc good and benevolent and will 
not hurt thedr creatures but that Srta is power 
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fal and cruel, and that it is necessary to appease 
him 

Although this deity is sometimes represented 
m the human form m his images, it is not 
thus that he is most frequently adored 
The most popular representation of him is 
unquestionably the Linga , a smooth stone 
nsmg out of another stone of finer texture, 
simulacrum membri virilis, et pudendum Mu- 
liebre This emblem is identical with Siva m 
his capacity of “ Lord of all " 

It IS necessary, however, to observe here, 
that Professor Wilson, while admitting that 
“ the Linga is perhaps the most ancient object 
of homage adopted m India," adds, subse- 
quently to the ritual of the Vedhas, which was 
chiefly, if not wholly, addressed to the Ele- 
ments, and particularly to fire How far the 
worship of the Linga is authorised by the 
Vedhas is doubtful, but that it is the mam 
purport of several of the Puranas* there can 
be no doubt "f 

The umversahty of Linga pwja (or worship) 
at the period of the Mohammedan mvasion of 
India IS well attested The Idol destroyed 
by Mahoud of Ghizm, notwithstandmg the 


* Puranas, the Modem Scnptures of the Hindus, as 
distinguished from the Vedhas or more Ancient Scriptures 

t Wilson on Hmdus Sects — ^As Res , vol xvii 
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rcmarkaWr Morwrn irhtfd by the Mciliammctlan 
chroniclers of n colo<^ imap* of human 
fnrm uluch thr Brahmins ofTcrrtl immcav 
sums to Rl^c from destruction t)Ul v»hkli 
upon bang ^Intterrd liy n blow from Mihoud^ 
mace disgorged n stlsI trrasure of gold and 
pTcdous fton^ of incsllmahlc value — and 
(he whole of wliicli tory Wlbon proves U n 
pure fiction — wxs nothing mmr linn one of 
those mj’*^ticil blocks of Monr called Ungis * 

Tlic worship of Siva under the tj-pc of the 
/jfiga IS almost the onl) form in uhieli (hit 
deiiv h reverenced Its prrviJcncc throughout 
the whole tract of the Canges ns far as 
Benarrs is sufTiamtl) conspicunos In Bengal 
the Z.!nftfm Tcmplis nrr commr»nl> rrccletl m 
Q range of six right or iwrlvt on cacli side 
of a Gbaull leading to the nver At Kolma 
fs a circular group of one hondriHl and eight 
temples elected b) the Ivajali of Burdwan, 
These tempi 3 and indeed ah those found In 


A.C vri xvii^ |*p. aol 109 and aia 
I Ck4iU ■ It! b jibcr** •|>flard lo a jtaw wa Ji «t 
lire Ltulftff piCT whrfe lb<» (ravcHer fmeo ihe 

campaign cottotrj to the table Lind of Ihr Dftctn tHo 
and fai ibh inslantr nipnMj-faig aa aitJfidal " hh,b pbee “ 
ermtnided rllbcr of *toor or marble wfib an Immeme 
of itfpi Ifatllnf flown (o Ibr rivrr There are 
numerooi Ckjvti nr GkJtt of tbh dcvrlptltai no the 
banln of tire Canfw when; the banlca ore too Hfb to 
aPnw ibe peopjr In approach (he itrram with wfety 
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Bengal, consist of a simple chamber of a 
square form surmounted by a pyramidal centre , 
the area of each is very small The Lmga of 
black or white marble, and sometimes of ala- 
baster shghtly tmted and gilt, is placed m the 
middle 

Speaking of Siva and Pawdti, M de Langle 
says, " Les deux divmit6s dont il s'agit, sont 
tr^ souvent et tr^ pieusement ador6es, sous 
la figure du Lmga (le Phallus des anciens) et 
de I'yoni, dans leur myst6neuse conionction 
L'yom se nomme aussi Bliaga (pudendum 
muhebre), Madhen douce, et Argha, vase en 
forme de bateau, dans lequel on offre des 
fleurs ^ la divmite, tels sont les noms de 
V Adhera-SacU (energie le la conception vivi- 
fi6e par le Lmga) Quand cette ddesse est 
representee par le sjmibole que je viens 
d’mdiquer, elle prend le nom de Devi (divme) 
plus commmi6ment que ceux de Bhavam, 
de Pracniri, &c Smvant les thdologians 
Hmdous, une vive discussion s'61eva entre 
Pavccti (nee des montagnes) et Maha-deva 
(le grand dieu), peu de temps aprds leur 
marine, sur rmfluence des sexes dans la 
production des etres , ils convmrent de order 
separdment une race d'mdividus Les enfants 
de Mahadeva furent nombreux, et se dd- 
voudrent au culte de le divmitd mfile , mais 
il manquoient d'mtelhgence et de force, et 
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fls Cioicnt mal c<m(onnt> ccux dc Pamti 
itcuf-nl bciujc bjcn (all* cl dun excellent 
nalurcl cependant obsfd^-A par Ics Ltn 
Qndjo ou enfant'v dc \fahs-Jra ils onxinrcnl 
aux mains a\cc eux cl IcsA'ainf^ujrcnl Maha 
dt\a allojt dan** sa fumir antantir dun coujv 
deal Ics \0nldia \alnqucurs «l Pan all nc I cut 
apjiaW Lcs IJrihmanrs oflnnt aux Unga 
flcun cl oni >^m quand ils lonl Uun» 
ctrC-monl -s d allumcr vrpl lamps • lc<qudlcs 
scion ilalhunn vrsMi'n tie la croic rci^cm 
blent au diandrlicr \ vpi Itninchrt dc5 Jmfs 
qn on \oil h Pomr *ur I arc Tilun Icmmci 
portent dcs Lmgas au cou cl aux bras relies 
qui dcsifcnt dc^cnl^ (icondN rcndcni ti cctlc 
Idole un cultc lout pirljcubcr dies onl il 
d autant plus de confiance dans s« pretres que 
ccux*d font \ceu di chastett ^ 

The offerings orr presented at tin threshold 
Benares hoy\c\cr is ihi peculiar seal of tills 
form of t\oi>lup Tlic pnnapal DctI> Sivn 
tlicrc called 1 iicairarra as obsened nlreadj 
IS a Unga and most of the diief objects of 
pUgnmage arc similar blocks of stone No less 
than forty •Si \cn Ungas an \nslied all of pre 


Dr Laaglc U tn m«r brtr TUr PuacJiitj* it Itj 
ftamr tmpU<» conil>t» o{ tivr not vcvtn Uirif** 

t>fomimwil5 AJidetw rl Modrrrn de riUndouitin, — 
Thir 1 . L. dr Un^V* Parf* a voh folio 1810 
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eminent sanctity , but there arc hundreds of 
infenor note still worshipped, and thousands 
whose fame and fashion have passed away. It 
is a singular fact, that upon this adoration of 
the procreative and sexual Sacti (or power) 
seen throughout nature, hmges the whole gist 
of the Hindu faith, and notwithstandmg all 
that has been said by half-informed persons 
to the contrary, this puja does not appear 
to be prejudicial to the morals of tlie people 
" Among a people of such exuberant fancy as 
the Hmdus,” says Sir William Jones, “it is 
natural that everything should receive form and 
life It is remarkable to what a degree their 
works of imagination are pervaded by the idea 
of sexuahty Indeed, it seems never to have 
entered mto the heads of the Hindu Legis- 
lators and people that anythmg natural could 
be ofiensively obscene, a smgulanty which 
pervades all their writings, but is no proof 
of the depravity of their morals, thence the 
worship of the Ltnga by the followers of Siva 
and of the Yoni by the followers of Vishnu 
We find amongst the sacred pamtmgs of the 
Hmdus numerous representations of devotees, 
both male and female, adormg the Linga, 

* Sir W Jones’s Works, vol u , p 311 

It IS unattended m Upper India by any indecent 
or indelicate ceremonies ” — Wilson on Hindu Sects As 
Res , vol xvu. 
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and a uf ^ri'* n! piclurrs 

tntt ttiHVcr (ffT thrm all TV Urr^^tir 
trroptp in yrhich IV rmtdan r n mUy 
pMrtd is a />r*al a iPtm drTu-ni Uivn 
PfTJ a dnlv and ft^reh a Ik<o i f tli** 

Imu /• of <ir^ Ifvdrrd Ui'' naln*!- havr 
no sttth wtr^l a-* Pin'd* (I'f ll)rjf 
'■hifh arr alwaN** rat! d /J-^4/< 

n r VrTi^IJ'prt I K-alnl drt “r1 ami 

arra\M in all h t Is ■* In IV 

l-itnal. In h-^ nrl't li>nd hr lio. K n 
Afah rr I{rv-4r> cd onr- Iiandnil and npljt 
r nind Vad mVc3» is mil Min'* as 
hand is pbcrd nitlnn a haf rf yoM |jfi<aijr 
(Arfrt/ld/) ratlM Ovfr-ult in t^fp nW inv^cU 
or 3n> « infliJTKr llrr Un;^ or 
liodjcr i' >p11ow h*^ drr > Itan parrni roov 
lin rdr<^ uHlh r dd (■rfmat/j) In froni 
of her arr Ih*^ fiw lamp calM |ianrhal> 
nsrtl in lids Ihijj Jtft rr »pouli^ 

sr' rf for luilrsl vrairr iV ur Cop 

to ij*nnV.lf' IV nossris uhidi dir ha^ iflrml 
and vilikli arr j^fn on Ih*' /in^a and 
lasU) tV Canlka or lacrrd VH u-rj frp- 
tjumU) during lh< rccaidlolalion of iIk* prr- 
kcrflxil Muntruf or incantations Neatly all 
(hr Pujat AIT conducted uitli ihr frrt|urnt 
nnfpnj; of Vlls and thr object of this Is 
tttofotd—Tirst to H’abc up thr aUmlioo at 
farticular parts of (he v:ndcr nnd secondly 
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to scare away malignant Dewtas and evil 
spints , precisely, in fact, for the same reasons 
as they are used at the celebration of Mass 
m Roman Catholic countries 

The Lmga and the Earth are, according 
to the Hindus, identical, and the mountain 
of Mem IS termed the " Navel of the Earth " 
Mem IS supposed to be the centre of the 
universe, and is said to be 8,400 yo'jans high, 

32.000 broad at the top, 16,000 at the bottom 

It IS circular, and formed like an mverted 
cone This notion was not confined to India, 
for when Cleanthes asserted that the earth 
was m the shape of a cone,* this is to be 
understood only of this mountam, the Meru 
of India Anaximenesj said that this column 
was plain and of stone, exactly like Meru- 
pargwcite [Pawati) of the inhabitants of 
Ceylon | “ This mountam,” says he, " is 

entirely of stone, 68,000 yojanas high, and 

10.000 m circumference, and of the same 
size from the top to the bottom ” 

In India the followers of Buddha § msist 
that this mountam is hke a dmm, with a 
swell m the middle, m the same form in fact 
as the Tomtoms used m the East In the 


As Res , vm 

t Plutarch de plaat philosoph 
f Jomville As Res , vol vu 
§ Trailoyeya-Deqjana 
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wc-i fornirtlj ihf' Mmr opinion liad Iwn 
fxprwwd b\ Uidppv^ mil thr tiuJJhxiii 
m India p\T that alw> to Wand^ 

Thw fipjrc p\rn fl.< an rmhlrm of thr 
rT'onion of Ihc jw-ni-m of nalnn is 

ihf cicmi and pnm'^n! /in/jJ and the 
earth Ivneath tlnr ni>'strnnu«i \ enj ex 
pandfd and op^n like Uir Padtru ot 1 oius 
Tlie convexity in the erntrr h t!ip navel of 
I'ljiirM and the pli^-<iolopiol mvMcnrs of 
their rrhpon r* oftm n:prr<cnlrd l>> the 
emblem of th^ l^los wherr the whole 
flovrcT sicnifies Imth the rarih and the two 
pnndl>l« of Its fecundation Tlip fifrm is 
belli A/eru and the I tn^a the petals and 
filaments arc the mountains which endrcle 
i/ef« and are alv) the t>7>e of the ^ om 
The four Icas« of the CaljTc are the four 
vast repons luming tow^irds the tour cardinal 
points According to llir two geographical 
s>*slcms of the IlmdOs the first or more 
andent fs (as set forth in the ;*iirfln) the 
Earlli described as a con\cx surface praduall) 
doping towards the borders and surrounded 
by the ocean Tlic second and more modem 
system fs tfiat adopted bj their astronomers 
Tlic followers of the Puranat consider the 
Earth as a flat surface or nearlj so their 
knowledge docs not extend mudi bc>ond tlie 
old continent or the superior hemisphere 
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but astronomers being acquainted with the 
globular shape of the earth, and of course 
with an mfenor hemisphere, were under the 
necessity of borrowing largely from the 
superior part in order to fill up the mfenor 
one 

The leaves of the Lotus represent the 
different islands m the ocean around Jamhn, 
and accordmg to the Hindu sj^stem, the whole 
earth floats upon the waters like a boat The 
Arglia'* of the Hindus and the Cymbium of 
the Egyptians are also emblems of the earth 

*The three words Amha, Nahht and Arg/ta seemed 
to have caused great confusion among the Greek mytho- 
logists, who even asenbe to the eartii all the fanciful shapes 
of the Argha, winch was intended at first as a mere 
emblem Hence the}^ represented it in the form of a 
boat, of a cup, or of a quoit willi a boss in the centre 
slopmg towards the circumference, wliere they placed the 
ocean — Agathem book i c r 

Others described the earth as a square or parallelo- 
gram, and Greece was supposed to lie on tlie summit, 
with Delphi m the navel, or central part of tlie whole — 
Pmd Pyth , 6 Eunp Ion v , 233 

While the Jews, and even the early Christians, in- 
sisted that tlie true navel of the earth was Jerusalem, and 
the Mohammedans, Mecca 

The Argha is a type of the A'dkara-Saett, or Power 
of Conception, everted and vivified by the Linga or 
Phallus, one and the same wath the ship Argo, whicli 
was built, according to Orpheus, by Juno and Pallas, 
and according to Apollonius, by Pallas and Argos, at the 
instance of Juno — Orph Argon , v , 66, ApoU , lib u , 
5 . 1190 As Res , vol in 
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and of tlir ^ mi Thr Ar(^hix or Cjitibimn 
fagnifiej a %c< >"1 cuj' or di 1» In wlildi fmits 
or flcwm nri* olTcn'd to (Ik* deities nnd ouphl 
to Iv' m thr 'hape of a t>oal manj arc 

omI dmilar or c\rn fquarr 

/jvjrra <rr Ihcchit' in Nt\|rd Arf^ha 
\autha or I^rd of thr Ixvit dnprd vc<^I 
nnd Oitns thr Isvjra or IHcchus of rp^’pt 
acccrdinp to Platirch Nvas rommandrr of the 
Ario nnd wan rrjnt^ontrti h> thr r{;>'plhnt 
in a iKtal cnmM on thr <houldrr» of n prrif 
inan\ mrn Tlir ‘^hip uorNhipl>rd b> the 

5»irn accordrOR to TnnluN mon tl»c drfAa or 
dffo and Ifjr tiTv of the pttJmdum mutitbfe 
Tlic Aghn or \oni inmIi tli-* / >rR# of 

stone is found all o\cr India as an ohjrcl of 

worsliip Flcmcn arc offer^-d lo it and the 

water whicli Is pmirrd on the / mca runs 
into th nm wlucli represents the I mi and 
aho the fwa mr^cutant and instead of the 
Lxn^a IvxQrra h sometimes represented 
standing In tlie middle as Oins In Lfi>Tf * 
Plntarcli has said of the ng>ptian5 that 
they Iiad inserted nothing into thur worship 
without a reason notlilng merely fabuloiw 
nothing tupcrstitious as manj suppose but 
their institutions have dlhcr a reference to 
morals or something useful in life. The) 


Av K«, Tin. 
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mass of mankind lost sight, however, of 
morality in the multiplicity of ntes, as it is 
easier to practise ceremonies than to subdue 
passions , so it was in India and Egypt 

In the course of investigating the ceremonies 
of the Hindus, and m attempting to elucidate 
their meanmg, it will be found necessary to 
draw an analogy between them and those of 
the Egyptians The resemblance is very 
stnkmg, they mutually serve to explain each 
other \^Tien the Sepoys, who accompamed 
Lord Hutchinson in his Egyptian expedition, 
saw the temple at Had] a Silsili they were 
ver}'’ indignant with the natives of the place 
for aUowmg it to fall into decay, conceiving 
it to be the temple of their own god, Siva, 
a fact, to say the least of it, no less singular 
than mterestmg 

The annihilation of the sect and worship 
of Brahma, as the Iswarra or " Supreme 
Lord,” IS desenbed at large m the Kast- 
chandra of the Scatida Pur an, where the 
three powers are mentioned as contendmg 
for precedence Vishnu at last acknowledges 
the supenonty of Siva, but Brahma, on 
accoimt of his presumptuous obstmacy, had 
one of his heads cut off by Siva, and his 
puja, or worship, abohshed 

The mtent of this legend is evidently to 
advance the claims of the Satva sect, and if 
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vrc fub-itilute the ctmlcnding fncl^ for the 
battl*' of the Dcata* or anfch fable wiO 
appear not quite destitute in hi^toncal fact 
nor t^hoUy iMlhoui foundation 
The contention of wihi'*ma(ir> from the 
Mme stock is fllvr3>'S more inactrratc than 
where the difference Is total Tlie sect of 
Hrahrra claimed etcluaivc pre*cnilnence for 
the object of their clndce os b^ng llie 
•Crcatia'c Penrrr the Ix^aira or Suprrtnr 
Lord Tlic tv\o other rcLs joined against 
the folloisen of The wet of Siva 

being llit most |>ois»rfu! rendered theirs the 
established religion and claimed for Sra m 
his lam the cxclosive title of Jsr^arra 
The of I ijAfiu or Uttx at Imgth 

emerged from its ob*cunt> and in concert 
uilb tlic aderrm uf SacSt (or the female 
pem^er) dcstrojTd and abohshed the sect and 
wcrsliip of 5irfl and then riiAnw //m 
(or Krxihna) became the Isuorra or 
Supreme Lord and lus worship became 
the established religion This apjKors to 
ha\x been the case In Egypt and notwitb 
standing that all afhnlly bclwaren the two 
5>*5lenia has of late years been so strongly 
denied If vfc substitute Osins for nrolima 
Horns for Vishnu Typhon for Siva and 
Isis for the Sadi (or female power) Uic 
narrative agrees in tvtry respect 
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Again, the Sun is one of the forms of 
Vtshmt (as Hcri) , Osins and Homs arc 

both said to have been identical with the 
Sun The bull of Siva { Nandi) is the 

same as the bulls Apis and Rlncvis of 

Memphis and Thebes 

He {Nandi) is the Vahan, or vehicle of 
this divimty , the BuU is the type of justice, 
whose body is Paramcswayra, and whose 

every joint is virtue , whose three horns 
are the three Vcdhs, and whose tail ends 
where Aa'homa, or injustice, begms The 
Phallus of Osins* was an object of worship, 
and is also the emblem of Siva 

Bacchus or Osins was represented by an 
equilateral tnangle, and the sectanan mark 
of the worshippers of Siva is this hiero- 
glyphic The worship of Bacchus was the 
same as that which is paid to Siva, it 
had the same obscemties, the same cruel 


* “ Now that Osins is none other m reality than the 
great prmaple of fecundity is further evident from their 
manner of celebrating the Pramyha (a festival which has 
been before observed to bear a resemblance to the Pnapcia 
of the Greeks), in which they carry about m procession and 
expose to public view a statue of the God with a inple- 
phalitis, sigmfying hereby that he is a first prmciple, and 
that every such pnnaple, by means of its generative 
faculty, mulfaphes what proceeds from or is produced by 
it ” — Plutar de Iside et Osindes, xxxvi 
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bloodthirsty ritc< and tlM. same emblem of 
(ho generative pemer 

The HuidQ sacrifices to Durga or hah 
arc a stnT^ing exemplification of tins liypo- 
tbe«ns Mr Patterson informs os tint \\1itn 
the stroke is given uliich severs tlic head of 
tJiL victim from fts body tlic cymbals strike 
up (he tumtums beat the kranch or 
bucanum n blown and the whole assembly 
shouting smear their faces with the blood 
(hey roll themselves in it and danang hTce 
demons accompany their dances with obseem 
songs allusions and gestures * 

The Abbe Pluclie menUons tlic samt 
particulars of the assistants in llic sncnfici.-> 
of Dyonistus or Bacclius 

Durga hdli or ^fafla hdJt as the Sadt 
spoiLsc or energetic will of Stva the de 
structivc povrer bears a remarkable analogy 
with the Moloch of Scripture as well as 
with Typhon Saturn Dis Pluto and other 
divinities of the West She is eternity and 
under this attribute is often represented as 
(rampling her lord Swa under foot , some 
times in paintings we sec her sitting upon 
him In the act of cotius by which we arc 
to understand that bis woreldp will only last 
to the end of the world and then to pass 


A*. Res. voL vUi 
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away for ever She is represented %n coitu 
as typical of the creative power of Siva 
dimng the penod of his administration, she 
bemg the medium, or Sacti, by which his 
wdlis carried into operation 

Malta K-dh* dehghts m bloodshed and 
cruelty, and human sacnfices are very accept- 
able to her In images and paintings she is 
pourtrayed as holdmg m her four hands the 
heads of victims streammg with blood Over 
her shoulders is thrown a necklace of human 
skulls She is seated on the sacred Padma, 
or Lotus, and wears a golden tiara on her 
head Other representations there are of this 
terrible divmity, m which her features are 
distorted, hideous fangs project from her 
mouth , her fingers are armed mth talons, 
like a bird of prey, while her body is en- 
twmed with serpents To Maha Kfih is 
attributed pestilence, rapme, lust, murder, and 
all the ills of humanity She is the pro- 
tectress of murderers, thieves, prostitutes, 
panders, and all evil doers Under the name 
of Bowani she is the special patroness of the 
Thugs t The buffalo is sacnficed to her m 
the absence of a human victim, while the 

Bhaydnana, one of the names of this Goddess, is the 
same as Phcebe 

t Thugs Robbers who always strangle their victims 
previous to plimdenng them. 



I 


Brahminer ball nml crtw irr Ihicl tn the 
ntmcKl veneration 

WT^cn thr nllnbatr^ of tlir bupn^c Iking 
bej^an to be vicwctl in tbi* light ol di tinct 
indivndaalv mankind nltachrtl themw'Kc*. to 
tlic worship of thr one or tlir other cxcln 
•iveh and arranged iherm^lvrs into vets 
the worshippers ol Sirtf introduced lltr 
doctrine of th' rtermtj of matter In order 
to neonalr llir apparent etmtradiction of 
asMgnfng the attnbute of creation to tljt 
principle of Destrttction tlie> asserted that 
the di solution and drvtniction ol liodies was 
not real with res|>ect to matter which was in 
Itself indestroctlblc although its modifications 
were in a constant succe? ion of mutation 
that the power must necessanl> unite in ilsdf 
Uic altnlmtn; of creation and apparent 
destruction tluit this powi-r and matter arc 
two distinct and co-existent prinaplc^ in 
nature the one active the other passive 
tin: one mak (ht otIuT fcmali. and that 
creation was the effect of tiie mptcrious 
onion of the two 

This Union is worshipped under a vanctj 
ol names /Ifiara Dhavaiji Mahodeva ' 
Mahamaya flee. Thus the attribute of 
creation was usurped from Drahma by the 
followers of Siva to adorn and cliaractcnsc 
their favountc divinity 
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This seems to have been a popular wor- 
ship for a great length of time, out of winch 
sprang two sects the one personified the 
whole Universe and dispensations of pro^a- 
dence (m the regulation of it) under the 
name of Praknh, and which we from the 
Latm call nature This sect retams the 
Sach onlj^ and were the ongmators of the 
Sactas sects, or worshippers of Power, before 
and hereafter to be alluded to The other 
sect took for then s5mibol the Male emblem 
{Linga) unconnected with the female Sact% 
(or Yoni) There was also a thud sect, who 
adored both male and female 
Accordmg to Theodoret, Amobms, and 
Clemens of Alexandria, the Yom of the 
Hmdus was the sole object of veneration m 
the mysteries of Eleusis * When the people 
of Syracuse were sacnficmg to goddesses, 
they offered cakes m a certam form, called 
mulloi , f and m some temples, where the 
pnestesses were probably ventnloqmsts, they 
so far imposed on the credulous multitude 
who came to adore the Vulva, as to make 
them beheve that it spoke and gave oracles 
The Phalhc ntes were so well-known among 
the Greeks that a metre consistmg of 


* Demosthenes of the Crown 
t Apulems, p. 802 
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IS seen near her feel The pnest who assists 
has a palm branch in lus hand, which was 
sometimes of gold He finishes the purifi- 
cation an aspersion, and a prayer adapted 
to the ceremony 

The painting on another Vase in the same 


Idolatry, and Phallic Idolatiy' too , consequently there will 
not appear anything so verj startling m the supposition that 
the Ark of the Covenant contained a Phallus We h?\c 
seen tliat the Stone of Jacob was held in peculiar " venera- 
tion, ” was " 'worshipped ” and " anointed ” \\c kno\s from 
the Jewnsh records that the Ark \,as supposed to contain a 
table of stone, and if it can be demonstrated tint that stone 
was pliaUic, and yet identical with the sacred name Jehovah, 
or Yehovah, which, imtten m unpointed Hebrew with four 
letters, IS lEVE or IHVH (the HE being inerclv an 
aspirate and the same as E), tins process ]ca^es us the two 
letters I and V (or in anotlicr of its forms U) Then, if wc 
add the I in the U, wc have the “ liol> of liohcs,” wc also 
have tlie Linga and Yoni and Argha of the Hindus, the 
Iswarra or “ supreme lord,” and here we have the w'holc 
secret of its mystic and arc-celcstial import, confirmed m 
itself by being identical with the Linyoni of the Ark of the 
Covenant 

In Gregone's Works, pp 120-21, is a passage to the 
effect that " Noah daily prayed in the Ark before the Bodv of 
Adam," i e , before the Phallus (Adam being the pnmitive 
Phallus, great Procreator of the human race) 

“ It may possibly seem strange,” he says, “ that tins 
onson should be daily said before the body of Adam," bnt 
" it is a most confessed Tradition among the Eastern men 
that Adam was commanded by God that his dead body 
should be kept above ground till a fulness of time should 

* Gregone’s ‘ Notes and Observations upon several passages 
in Scripture ’ — Vol 1 ^to , Lond , 168,5 
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collccUcm IS thus described by D Hancamllc 
[vide Plate 29 of his Edit of Greek and 
Etruscan Vases] — La pcinturc dc cc Vase 
blessc 1 honnLtdtc ct la pndcur on > volt 
rcpr6&cnt6cs deux Bacchantes toutes nucs 

come (0 commit it to the mxdJlf of the tarlh * I > a priest 
nf the Mo^t Hif-h God 

Tbi< of Adim vij% tmbalmed and tranwnllted 
from latlicr to ton tiQ ai last it nn ddi\TTcd ap bj Lamedi 
tnto the handt of Noali \gain Tlie tnfddic of the Ark 
uis the pJarc of prajrr ami made liolj bj the presence of 
Adaint bod\ — Ibwi p. t 1 And *0 toon as ever the 
daj began to Urol \oali iteoJ up tcruarit My of 
Aditin ice. xr anl pnrctdl 

To retotn Iw^cxtc to tin labW of vtone and to the 
rifltfT e/ Janb, Our mod ni notion of thnr form is a 
dlagruo or in otlier nord tuo iiead'^tooes placed tide b> 
sMe Now if ee alter the position a Jitlle aUrvrmg one to 
reefiae borvontallv tnnnounted b> the otlfccr perpendienUr 
«e tball obtain a rorapfele Luafa and ^ocu the taered 
Same of tlie bolj of hdie* before mentiooed and the 
PfUar or JIast In the Arijha or boat as tepmented in tiai 
Ark of the Eg>‘ptuns Tlie iratrocnt of Uk? Wings of Uie 
MTpportiog dos-es on cacJi *We of tim arlc, convejt to os a 
pretty correct idea of ^-beie the Hebrws ibtaincd their 
Oierablm or *<rapluni mU obstitutlm; a limnan head 
and body for the birds. 

Upon consoItluR the Uebrns dictioiun of Geienras 
see shall find the v.ocd oreum and aro* dgnilylng an art 
a cktsi In Geneiis u a6 the word la used as a mommy 
cheat or coffin for Joaepti in Egypt The aric of the 
cm-enant might In U»e tame way be called the Coffin 

For the abos’C reasons it a concloded that the object 
of %'enerallon In the Ark of the Covenant of the Jeaa, was 
a PtukDos. 


Uon t Moftal>-»tb« Uero ol IikIU 
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qui voul se laver prohabhmcnt avec dn vm 
pour oindre leur corps ct aupres d’elles un 
Faune, or Silenc Ces deux femmes par 
cettc prdpaiation cl cettc lustration prescntc 
])ar ]a loi so disposent peiitctre a assister 
aux m3 stores de Bacchus Nous no rappor- 
tcrons pas ici Ics mdccences lubnques que 
se commetoricnt dans cos l^rutauv mystercs 
et qui avc\ fondemcnt on ete reprochees 
aux Gentils par les apologistes dc la Religion 
Chretienne ’ 

It has already been remarked that the 
secret of the Eleusian Mystenes is supposed 
to have consisted in the adoration of the 
Yom , and from the representations of the 
initiation, just cited, bearing a stnkmg 
analog3^ to “ the S>i chaha, the nng or full 
initiation,” as presenbed b}* the Tanira 
referred to b}' Wilson, even to the washing 
of the body vath wi 7 ie, leaves but httle 
doubt of their identity of the ntes 

The probabihty that Isis was the Sacti (or 
Power) of Eg37pt* has already been shown , 
and hov' far its adoration was known to the 
Assynans is now to be considered 


* “ Now Universal Nature, in its utmost and most per- 
fect extent, may be considered as made up of these tfiree 
thmgs, of Inidhgcncc, of Matter, and of that which is the 
result of both these, in the Greek language called Kosnws — 
the first of these is the same with what Plato is wont to call 
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The numerous Icrn-cotta fipurr* ami iriWRc^ 
in ivors io nvIucIi Laj-arri 1ia5 pivrn Ihr 
pcncnil name of \cn«s (Ann) f<^m tjn*iuc5 
tionablv to \k an itnptT*»onation of SacSt 
or tli<* female f>owcr tlu \m:i ratlMT 
t)btru<i\cU irprtNcntcal in man% of thru 

stalncltcs wihllc llic fmure anrf ollrr natural 
appctidapc?* aif ab^nt in oilirr** In IIk' 

formrr not onU is (lir \-oni pourtnxrtj Init 

a crrlain omamt-nt on lli^ mans vm'Tis is 

curled picnsclj in the samn conventional 
manner as is seen in the l>*inlv of thr Male 
Slaturs in tb'^ A«v\nan antiquities wdiUr 
in the laltff the fruc I rniv the fissure and 
tl« appcT\dapci> are <imiitvd 

thf !dfj Ok I II fc<< <n 1 jt ili*tn I h» pvrnlJi'’ 

nirocct Ib^ Ve.l/r l]r Spiv •nj n>r | h r aWl IKnff JcU 
c/frt«T*/ifn lolLebnrj t.1 llrtn Ihvf fth rrQ pttnr 
and itp* /Vtv/«?Krfl <1 «ith rnrod i |S»* 
lline n p» 1 mivin lo r»in luib* lli i u rr wni 

to liVen ll«% L ttamM ftofwrr lo *ilul il^j aPr i w M 
Waotifol and p»-rfrct Ttumrl* Hit Mm* » l*vs I'Ul* 
A. \o*. In lU TryMutU 
»1ilch b irrUtmlar (Ik- i-'rpcruliraUr rpV- t\ Imjtruhrd 
wpaJIftlhirf ilffluvn fow and iJjT lij't’OlIt'tiiiy* '‘likb 
h ftpaJ to tbf oIIkt t«o r fliaimn »h-s in fi\f In (hi 
Khftitr (hrfrf tfr muit »ui>|«x- (hat (hr rVtjimHjcnht 
» iksJrT»«l bj lltpra to rrjwrsml Ihc Mavnihne rutuic (hr 
Boe the Fetnmfav* and Ifui tl»r Hj-potbcnir-* H I U* 
foolol ujico at the ofFponi* r»f MHi and rtca<dm*I> the 
/in/ of throi wiP aptly inoai;h tqirr*<*ni Oliii or Up* 
pome catw Ibe Ktr>n*I IiK orlhc rrerptiw pi>-4-ef thr 
Uit Oms or thr rtnnmon efirrt i tiK olltrr t*o — 
Ptuiaffkde ItidftiOanJn In. 
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Pahct. o( Nimroud of wlucU examples mis 
ilso be v*cn it the llritisb Mnsenm 

The A>s>'nan3 do not appear lirwcscr 
(Hkt the Ltnjonijas of the HlndDs) to Iiaw 
■worshipped the Sacli in unton ns we fmd 
it taught in the Tantms — at least no dc 
Imcations of llic male and female conjunction 
ha\c been found as objeds oj vorship 

Conns m his splendid uork on Etruscan 
Antiquities gives \ plate of two phalli 
beanng inscnptions the form of uliich 
objects resembU in too remarkable a degree 
the Hindii Linga to be omitted here but 
whether tlu wjuarc base from uhich these 
emblems nsc is to be regarded as a j oni 
cannot readdi bt determined but the HindO 
Lingas are frcqucntl) (as it Elcplianla for 
example! mounted on a quaa base the 
base being the Voni 

Patterson has already been died in con 
firmatloo of the assertion that the excitation 
of obscene mirth Is a pnncipal object In 
most of the Hindd Plays and Sacred Mys 
tenes dunng the festival of Huh and the 
Dutserah and the numerous Ubidincs in 
terspersed among the engravings of d Han 
carvfUcs edition of the Hamiltonian Collection 
of Vases pren.’e that such was also the ease 
in Greece and Etruria but from the circum 
stance of Parrhasius being the first painter 
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who delineated the representations called 
hhidines in that part of the world, and from 
the pediments of many of the most antiqtie 
cave temples of India, containing sculpture 
of this descnption, one is led to the conclu- 
sion that the practice arose m the East 

The clown and pantaloon of the modem 
carmval and our pantomimes are simply 
modified rehcs of antiqmty precisely similar 
characters are found depicted on vases of 
both Greek and Etruscan workmanship , but 
to smt the taste of that age these actors 
to their grotesque masks and costumes added 
an enormous phallus of red Uather* which 
Suidas termed ithiphaUi 

The scenes represented on the ancient 
stage are contmued to the present day 
throughout the East 

The pediments of their temples, both 
ancient and modem, and their sacred cars 
are loaded with hhidines, many of the com- 
binations bemg of a most debasmg character 

But it must be borne in mmd that these 
representations, whether of the character of 
theatrical performances or m that of sculp- 
ture, were regarded by the ancients as a 
part of their rehgious system, as it is now 
accepted by the Hmdus of the present day 


* Ruber Porectus — ^Hor 
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Hcr\\ far the general character and moral 
tone of tlic HmdOs v,-\\\ bear comparison 
with the dwellers ir» the capitals of Enropc 
IS a pomt which maj safcl\ be left to the 
dcasion of those travellers wljo have luid 
an opportnmt) of visiting and residing among 
both communities * 

Of the practices of the Anaents il is now 
more diSicalt to form an accurate judgment 
nor IS it cas) to dclerminc tlic precise 
penod when from the natural corruption of 
human nature religions observTinccs graduallv 
merged into licentious practices It is wxll 
fcnovkTi that the most able and eloquent 
wnters of anUquit> flourished exactly at 
that period when these innovations had 
crept m and that thej were most eloquent 
m denouncing them Modem notions of the 
state of the manners and customs of these 
times are mainl) derived from those vxrj 
denunciations and such corruptions will 
always form an Integral part of our nature 
We Icam from the Vedhas the most 

• One of tbe most aawDpihbed Oriental adiokra of 
oar time* to whom the pabUc b ladelitcd for a Tdugw 
Ihctlasary and a truulatkn of the Bible Into tbe nme 
Ungoage a Toident for thirty yean in India Im rtcerded 
bis iodgmeot that, on the question* of probity and morallt} 
EonDpean* (notwithstanding their boasted drislianlty 
and morality) os c o m p ared with the IfindOs, *«« not 
much to hotst p/ “ 
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.incicnt and authoritative Scnptuics of the 
Hindus, that " in the beginning the Breath- 
ing Soul [Buihm- Aima) moved upon the 
face of the waters ” " Tins world/' says 

Menu, " was a chaos, undiscerniblc altogether, 
when the Supreme Being, manifesting him- 
self in five elements and other glonous 
forms, perfectly dispelled the gloom ” As 
water is thus represented as the vehicle of 
creation, and the Padma or Lotus is a 
water plant from which each god at his 
birth emerges, it will be seen why this 
aquatic weed is held to be so peculiarly 
sacred m the c^'cs of the Hindus The 
Lotus IS also a S3^mbol of reproduction 
and generation, the flower of concealment, 
night. Silence, mysterjf, and regarded with 
nearly the same veneration as the Yoni 
itself In the poetical language of the 
Hindus the Padma, under its vanous appel- 
lations, IS frequently alluded to, and is held 
m peculiar sanctity, not onl}'^ m Hindustan, 
but in Thibet, Nepaul, Siam, Chma, Burmah, 
and Ceylon, where temples and the images 
of the gods are decked with it 
The Hindus adore the Lotus for other 
reasons , for example, because bemg able 
to reproduce itself without the assistance 
of the male pollen, it is a type of the 
androgynous or hermaphroditic character of_ 
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the Dcilj For the same reason this plant 
seas also held sacred b> the ng^Tstian 
pnests. 

Paj-nc Knlsht’s* account of the Lotus 
Is intcrcstinB Ifc sap The lotns Is the 
nclambo of Unnxns U Erow-s in the 
svatcr and amongst Its broad leaves puts 
forth a flower in tlie centre of selucit is 
formed tic seed vessel shaped liVc a bell 
or inserted cone punctuated in tlic top 
snlh little casilies or cells in stbich the 
seeds grosv the onfices ol these cells 
being loo small to let the seeds drop out 
when ripe they shoot forth into new plants 
in the places where they were formed the 
bulb of the tcssel serving as a matrix to 
nourish them untfl they aerjuire such a 
degree of magnitude ns to breaV it open 
and release themselves hitler which like 
other aquatfe weeds they late root where- 
cver the current deposits them 
Twelve Linjas are particular!} mentioned 
m the heJara l\4tpa ol the NanJi-upa 
purtn as being of peculiar lanctitj In 
this PuTdn Siva is made to saj I am 
ommpresent but I am espedafl} in twelve 
forms and places 


•A DmetuUon on the WotiUp of rMipsn. by H 
Payne Knight LcoA 17 S 6 , 
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These he enumerates as follows — 

1 — Somanatha, in SamasJiira, i c , Surat 

2 — MaUhpma, or S7t Sala 

3 — Mahakala, or Ougcin, 

4 — Om'kala Slmnc of IMahadeo (or Great 
God, a name of Swa) at Oin’kala Maitdatta 

5 — A7narcrt£)a7 ra , m U'jayat, near the 
HiU 

6 — V aidyanaih , at Dcoghur, in Bengal 
(This temple is still in existence, and a 
celebrated place of pilgnmagc ) 

7 — Raindsa, at Sethuhandha, on the island 
of Ra^mssatain, between Ceylon and the 
Contment (Here the Lniga is fabled to 
have been set up by Ra7}ia ) This temple 
IS stdl m tolerable repair, and one of the 
most magnificent m India, with a superb 
gateway one hundred feet m height * 

8 — BJi077iasa7idka7 a , m Dak77it, which is 
m aU probability the same as B1m7ieswarra, 
a Ltnga worshipped at D7acharam, in the 
Ra^a Mahe7idri distnct, and there venerated 
as one of the chief of the twelve 

9 — Not k7lOW7l 

10 — Trya77ibaka, on the banks of the Go77iah 
{Goo77itee ?) 

11 — Ganta77iessa — (site uncertam) 


* For a pnnt of it, vide " Monuments de I’Hmdoustan, 
par M de Langle ” Also, Darnel’s Plates, Ind Antiq 
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12 — Kcicrha or Rcdaranath m the Hxtna 
laya The last has been frequently visited 
by 

In each of ihae tempies ihe only image of 
Stca that allraded devotees was a /t«gci 
From this arcumstance and from what has 
alrcad\ been adduced there can bo little 
doubt that the religion of the Sal\'as or 
followers of Siva (comprising n large majonty 
of the Hindus of Bengal) is bttlc more 
than a regular system of Phallic idolatry 

According to his followers — and he has 
many even lO the Deccan — Baswd Dasaod 
or Casiffl^a the supposed founder of the 
faith only restored the worship of Mahadec 
and did not in\cnt it Tins man was the 
son of Madija Rdya a Brahman and Maden 
his wife mhabltanls of UtnguUnrur^pavati 
A§raharam on the west side of 5ri Satla 
and both devout worshippers of Stva 
[Mahadeo) 

In recompense for their piety Nandt the 
Sacred Bull of Sira was bora on earth as 
their son becoming incarnate m that animal 
by the command of Stva who on learning 
from Nareda the decline of his religion and 
the neglect ^vlth which his Ltngas were 
treated, manifested himself m a miraculous 
manner to these two devout persons, Siva 
in his hu man form and accompanied by 
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Pawah his Sack, came forth from the great 
Sangameswarra Lmga , thus provmg that his 
divine essence even dwelt m these his 
emblems * 

From this time the adoration of the 
Lmga, which had langmshed, agam came 
mto vogue, and, as before observed, is the 
prmcipal and most venerated of all the 
Hmdu Idols of Bengal 
But it IS not only the votaries of Svoa 
who adore their God under the symbohc 
form of the Lmga , the Vaishnavas, or 
followers of Vishnu, use the same medium 
They also are Lmgayetts, one of the essen- 
tial charactenstics of which is wearing the 
Type on some part of their dress or person 
The Lmga is enclosed m a case either of 
silver or copper, and worn suspended from 
the neck, or on the arm as a bracelet [coda) 
These amulets are mtended to avert the 
bad influence of the evil eye, and may be 
compared to the Fascmum of the Romans 
and the Jettatura of Modem Italy f 

* Vide Mackenzie’s Collections, vol u., Halukanara 
MSS 

t " Sequuntur tuipia atqne obscena quasdam fascma 
exaere, quae Etruscae femmae coUo suspensa gerere 
consueverunt, ut sibi fecunditatem a Pnapo Deo facibus 
unpetrarent Ea etiam persaepe taunus capiti adiuncta 
sunt quae etiam puerorum — collo tamquam remedium 
praebiave appenderunt, loco amuleti ei fasctni, quod Plimus 
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The Vaishnavas are divided into many 
icets. They comprise the GAocuiasfftttS the 
Yonijas the Ramant and Radha-hallabts 

The Ghocutasihas adore Krishna wliilc the 
Ramam worship Rama both have again 
branched into three sects — one consists of 
the exclusive worshippers of ArisAutf and 
these only arc deemed tree and orthodox 
Vatshndvas 

Under the name of Gcpala (the Shepherd) 
Krishna is doubtless the same as the pastoral 
Apollo who fed the herds of Adroctus sur 
named Normos by the Greeks The dc 
stmctlon of Python bj Apollo signifies the 
punfication of the atmosphere by the Sun 
from racphiUc exhalations consequent on the 
deluge and Krishna t victory o\-cr the 
noxious Kalyanaga may be explained In 
tha same manner In honour of hls triumph 
games and sports are annually held m India 
[Hull] as the Pythic games were at stated 
times exhibited m Grcc<» Like the Pythian 
serpent m the temples of Apollo Ao/yo 
nofga enjoys also Ids Apotheosis m those 


inftnlitim custodnn tdpelLit— Nat, Eb. xxviii dv }— 
Hoenm phne faigaa numeral tota ElrorU in Uoieb obvius 
est e qulbos andejub relitjofli, tTxmmam pudendanKjoe 
fobse retermn Elrcnnim aaperstltloDen) pn^ dlguoscere 
Ucei ." — ilmsatm Etrusevm 4 xi{heHs iunpiU by 

Antintio Frtnetsco Gonui rol.li,p 141 Aa>. X44 
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dedicated to the worship of Krishna Nor 
axe arguments wanted towards identif5ung 
Serpentanus, on our sphere, with his for- 
midable foe, and the theatre of the warfare 
the nver Yamuna, with the Via Lactea 
Apollo and Krishna are both said to be 
mventors of the flute, one was disappomted 
by Daphne, who was turned mto the 
Laurus, hence sacred to Apollo Krishna’s 
coy nymph was transformed mto the Tulasi, 
alike sacred to him 

As Parameswarra, Krishna is represented 
of a black or dark blue colour Now the 
Tulasi IS the black Ocymun, and all animals 
or vegetables of a black or blue colour are 
sacred to him His Linga also is always 
either black or dark blue, and may thus 
be distmgmshed from that of Siva, which 
IS generally white 

This divimty, as Parameswarra is Jagan’- 
nauth {Juggernaut), or “ Lord of the Um- 
verse,” and it was under the wheels of his 
sacred car that so many nusguided beings 

annually immolated themselves 

Krishna, from his known amorous pro- 
pensities, is a pecuhar favourite with the 
Hmdu women , to which M de Langle 

makes the foUowmg naive allusion, m his 

description of the character of this divmity 
" Au reste,” he says, “on ne pent douter 
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dc son cxlrvmc penchant pour Ic beau sate 
car ontre hmt femmes panni Icsqucllcs la 
favonlc noniin6c EAdhd cst c^6brc par scs 
graces ct par sa bcaut6 H cut i6 millo 
concubines tromdes totitcs vicrgcs dans le 
palaw dc Dhwm demon {iitmra) h anq 
tdtes qu D tua i cause dc scs innonbrable 
forfaits Snivant qudqucs thcologicns Hin 
dons Raiha est unc incarnation dc Lakchmi 
femme dc Vichnon incamd, loi mtme sous 
le nom dc Krakna • 

To return however to the KetrAnerai 
Another of their sects adore Krnhna and 
has mistress Radha united These arc the 
I.ingiCfti;« whose worship is perhaps the 
most free of all (he Pujas A Ihirf the 
Radha'^lubhii dedicate their offennga to 
Radha^ only The followers of these last 

iIooam«i5 Anckti rt Itodftnc de nrmdcmstaa, 

t RaiJu lUdkicM or tbc Uvoritc Mishat 

of Krishna was ooe of Ibe nine CefnM (Shepherdesses or 
UiTkmaids) tire insepartbie conjpaniom of this Ddty 
She is an Av*i* or inconation of Lsksmt or Ctmala tbc 
spwne of VUbna the unh*cr*al roolber of Nature and the 
impersooatkm of female beauty She is the type of reBgioo 
and fpintual love to the ddty Jler characte^tk* arc set 
forth in the GUm C^mU* and Gilm RjulMica Arftjbta the 
latter Poem bearing a moit ttrfHng itsembUnce to the 
Caotkks. 

The loves of hriskna and RMAa which in the writings 
of the Wndos are constantly adverted to are said to mean, 
in their em bk iD atkal thetrfogy the reciprocal attraction 
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mentioned sects have adopted the smgular 
practice of presentmg to a naked girl the 
oblation intended for the Goddess, consti- 
tutmg her the hvmg impersonation of 
Radha But when a female is not to be 
obtamed for this purpose, the vobve offer- 
mgs are made to an image of the Yom, or 
emblem of the feminme Power These wor- 


between the divine goodness and the human soul , and are 
told at large m the tenth book of the BMgavat In hke 
manner is the BMgcojat Gieta regarded by the Brahmms, 
though it apparently consists of a dialogue between Krishna 
and his follower Ar^iln We are informed that m this mstance 
Krishna is to be regarded as the Supreme Bemg, Arpm as 
the human soul This mysticism abounds in aU their 
wntmgs, but is not pecuhar to the HindQs It is question- 
able whether any of their sacred vmtmgs contam one-half of 
the mysticism to be found m the Apocalypse of St John 
“ The separate Sects or rehgious s)^tems that we find 
among Hmdus should never be confounded The creed 
that honours Vishnu-Knshna as the Beneficent Power is 
quite separate from the demon worship in which Siva- 
Mahadeva is adored and beyond this is the Tantra system 
of Magic and the destroymg Powers Rukmem is the mfe, 
not mistress, of Krishna The weddmg is described m the 
BhAgavat, which is a canomcal scnpture In a later age 
Radha, the tntsiress, not wife of Knshna, is the herome of 
a heretical work, the Devi BhAgavat, or Tale of the good 
Goddess and she is declared to be nature, the mother of 
all bemgs The naked worship is qmte separate, and apper- 
tains to the Tantnca or Black Magic The Brahma Vai- 
vartta Puran, the Kahca Puran, and some others are dis- 
owned by the orthodox Hmdus, as works of authonty, who 
pm their faith on the Bhdrrata, Bhdgavata, and Rdmdyan 
All the other Puranas are rejected " 
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shippers arc called Yemtjas in cootradisUnc 
tion to the ljn^a)als or adorers of the 
hnthna (ritAfiM) Ltn^a 
As the Saivax arc all worshippers of 
Svx’a and Dovanu (Pavaii) conjointly so 
the VaishnaN'as also offer up thdr praj'crs 
to Lakstni The cxcluu\c adorers 

of tins Goddess arc the Soctas 
The cast marh of the Sairas and Sactas 
corudsts of three honzontal lines on the 

forehead • ^viUi ashes obtained if possible 

• TbctpirJtwQol SrcfwUa MMU»crtmiohAVtcnjp4vd 
the at(cQlio0 of Mttmeo He tap "TlKtr »is snolhet 
rts&MkaUe«>'rabolo{Ttut orMntsjr^ prrrtteat in 
as veQ as in lodb. It «as Ifw kttrr T ^ la other 
tlje ooM, or Cmt //emir in vbkh furm we find many oI 
the more indent Papado* of India as IVrura and >lallra« 
erected and many a1 Ibe old E^'ptian statoo as is well 
known to anthiuarioj are reprrvetJled bearing Udr sjTnlwJ 
in their hand or on their brurU. D JlancarxiHe a^ the 
generality of mytbologlst* cepUin Ihh s>TnboJ as rrferTing 
to the fTwr pkpk^ trersAip to which the andcoli were so 
greatly adrficted and as an «ol4ein of Jopiler CfnfrJior (or 
Priapoi) or the deity in hfa aeaUre capadtj in Andent 
Egypt and India, and which Mr Bniee frequrnlly met with 
faj Ids travels tbrooqb the Higher hgjpt and AljytdiiU 
I hare ebewliere obwrvrd tlw very singnlar manner after 
which lha Latin ViJg»U and according to Loath piotiably 
the indent copies o( the Septaaglnt ha\T rendered tlw 
original of that passage In Ercldd U. ^ “ / wffl srf n mark 
tipen fieir fartXttd ** rendering It to thdr rerslon. " I will 
mark them oo the forehead with the letter r« ** which 
aflordi room to aoppoK: U was a symboJ of a more sacred 
(phalUc ?) iroport than h generally imagined “ ftc.— Afirarfci' 
ltd, 4^ 45 Load. 1801 
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from the hearth, on which a consecrated fire 
IS perpetually mamtamed The adoration 
of the Sach^ is qmte m accordance with 
the spuit of the mythological system of the 
Hindus It has been computed that of the 
Hmdus m Bengal, at least three-fourths 
are Sactas, of the remaimng fourth, three 
parts are Vaishnavas, and one Saivas 

Independently of the homage paid to the 
pnncipal Deities, there are a great vanety 
of mfenor bemgs, Dewtas, and demi-gods 
of a malevolent character and formidable 
aspect, who receive the worship of the 
multitude The bnde of Siva, however, iil 
one or other of her many and vaned forms, f 


* Saclya Rites among Mussulmans, 

According to Budongham, " Between Zohaub and Ker- 
manshah there are a people called Nessereah, who, hke those 
of the same name m Syria, pay divme honours to the Puden- 
dum Muhebre, and hold feasts resembhng anaent mys- 
tenes of Venus ” 

fin alluding to Bhavani {Pavaii) as distinguished by a 
vanety of names implymg Nature, and among others- using 
that of Sliadt (a word that is usually and m this treatise 
called Sacti), Paohno in his Voyages, p 327, gives an 
account of the Magna Mater of the Hmdus “ She 
changes,” he sa}^, “ and transforms herself into a thousand 
shapes, and appears sometimes as a man and sometimes as 
a woman Her votanes pamt the Medhra " (in Bengal 
called yont), “ which is represented by two side strokes, and 
a red one in the middle ” (on the forehead) " This mark 
represents tlie womb of BJiavant," m its conventional form 
— Paohno’ s Voyage to Malabar 
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is b> far the most popofar poddess in 
Bengal and along tlvc Ganges 
The ’Aorship of the female generative 
pnndple as distinct from llic Dl\anit> 
appears to hAavc onginatal in the literil 
Interpretation of the metaphorical language 
of the VfJfuts in xvhlcli Will or pur^cne 
to Crrale the Uni%erpc is represented as 
onginating from the Creator and co-exjslcnt 
With him as his bndc and part of himself 
We read m tlie Rt^ Veda Die follouang — 
Tliat di\anc spint breathed watliont ofila 
tion single ulth (Sxcadha) her who is ^s- 
taincd within him other than her nothing 
existed Again Hrst desire W‘as formed 
in hts mind and desire bccami. the ongirual 
productive seed • Tlic Sima Veda ai>>o 
speaking of the di\anc cause of creation 
says He fell not Jo> being alone He 
wished for another and instantly the desire 
was gratified He caused his body to part 
m twain and tlius became male and female 
They united and human beings were pro- 
duced 1 

PrakrUi J the mother of gods and men 


Av \Tij 39J, 

t Idaa viiJ^ 4-K» 

t Preirill b Inbtmit Maya b«a\3C »bc beguiW til 
bdog*." — As. xviL 




one with matter, the source of error, is 
identified with Maya or delusion,* and co- 
existent with the Ommpotent, and his Sach, 
his personified energy, his bnde Accordmg 
to Wilson, " these m3rthological fancies have 
prmcipally been dissemmated by the Puranas, 
and were unknown antenor to those writ- 
ings " The whole subject is given in 

extenso m the Brahma- Vaivaartta Puran 
(a Purana which is not considered orthodox), 
under the head of Praknta Khanda, m 
which the legends having reference to the 
modifications of the female prmciple are 
narrated It is further stated m ,this Puran, 
that Brahma, havmg determmed to create 

the umverse, became androgynous, male and 
female , the nght half havmg the sex and form 
of a man , the left, that of a woman In his 
images he is sometimes thus represented, 

and IS then termed Ardnan. “ This is 

Praknti of one nature with Brahm , 
illusion, eternal, as the soul so is its active 


* On the base of Minerva's statue at Sais, whom the 
Egyptians regarded to be the same as Isis, a goddess who 
bears so stnkmg an analogy to the Hmdfl PfaknU or nature, 
there was this inscription " I am everything that /tas been, 
that IS, and that shall be nor has any mortal ever yet been 
able to discover what is under my veil ” — ^Plutar de Iside 
et Osinde, s ix. 
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energy as, the faculty of burning is m 

fire. * 

In another passage of the Sama Vedha it 
IS said that Knshna bang alone invested 
with the divine nature began to create all 
by his own will which became raanl 
fest in Mula Praknti 

Wnson asserted | that Krishna is un 
doubledly a very modem Intruder into the 
HindQ Pantheon In what sense the term 
modem i» here used is impossible now 
to determine but the fact of Megasthenes X 
having visited a temple of this divimty 
whom he calls Hercules at Mathura on the 
Jumna the Matura Deomm of Ptolemy 
sufficiently proves that the worship of this 
Divinity was instituted many years ante- 
cedent to the Chnstian ccra. It is therefore 
presumed that Wilson spoke in the com 
parative degree and intended to Imply that 
as compared with other portions of the 
Ritual the Vedas for example the deifica 


• Tims in the X«w« JVr«i» cjdi. we read. His energy 
being the tmiverul fonn of aD the world, U May* for so 
does tbe Lord, the best of msks, end endowed with Hhislaa 
emse it to revoive. That Scdl of which the cssoice b 
iDnsioii b ornniform and eferntl and constantly d br layi 
the imivenal shape of MaMas, 

t Aa. Res. voL xvii. — aao 

J Vide Arrian Jnd. HbL c viB. also Strabo. 
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tion of Krishna is modem However that 
may be, a worship which, hke that of 
Krishna, has existed for two thousand years, 
may be fairly regarded as part of their re- 
hgious system 

Although the adoration of the Sack is 
authonzed by some of the Puranas, the 
ntes and formulse are more clearly set 
forth in a volummous collection of books 
called Tantras These writings convey their 
me ani ng m the simihtude of dialogue 
between Uma (or Siva) and Pavati 

The followers of the Tantras profess to 
consider them as a fifth Vedh, and attribute 
to them equal antiqmty and supenor 
authonty The observances they prescribe 
have m Bengal almost superseded the origi- 
nal Ritual, but the question of their date 
IS mvolved m considerable obscurity From 
the practices described m some of the 
Puranas, particularly that of the Diksha, 
or nte of imtiation, from the Agni Purdn, 


*Thus m the Siva T antra, Siva is made to say, ” The 
five scnptures issued from my five mouths, and were the 
East, West, South, North, and Upper these five are knoivn 
as the paths to final hberation There are many scnp- 
tures, but none are equal to the Upper Scnpture ” 
KuUtika Bhatta, commentatmg on the first verse of the 
2nd ch Menu, saj^, “ The Scrnti is twofold, Vatdtka and 
Tantnka, that is Tantra ” 
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from the specification of formuhe com 
pndog the m^’stical monosjUables of tlie 
Taniras In that and other similar com 
paations and from the citation of some of 
them by name m different puranoJ we must 
conclude that some of the Tantras ore 
pnor to those anthontics 

The Tanlrai ore too numerous to speafy 
them further but the curious reader nill 
find them under the heads of Syama 
Rahasya Anandra Rudra Yamala ^^andra 
Mahodaht Sarfda TiUka and halika 
Tanirai * 

Although any of the goddesses may be 
objects of the Sacta worship and tlic term 
Sadt comprehends them ah yxt the homage 
of the Sadas is almost restricted in Bengal 
to the consort of Siva The Vamys or 
Vamachans worship Dm as well as all 
goddesses. Their worship is derived from 
a portion of the Tanirm 

According to the immediate object of the 
worshipper is the particular form of worship 
but aH the forms require the use of some or 
aH of the five ^fakaras | — Mdnsa Malsya 


• Vida tbt Sanscrit copies of the Tentras in the British 
tnd Indian Uosettoti. 

tTbey are e oumere ted in the Sydms RdJtstya 
and hitiihma tro the five-fold ifdJm wbkh 
takes away all dn.'* 
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bratcd in a mxxcd »ociel> the men ol 
wbicli represent Bhatravai or Vtras and 
the women Bhanrarxs and The 

Sacti is personified bj o naked girl to whom 

meat and wine arc ofTcred and then 

distribnted among the assistants Here follows 
the chanting of the Mnnfrws and s:vcred 
texts and the performance of the Mwdra 
or gesticulations with the fingers The 
whole terminates with orgies amongst the 
\*otaric 3 of a \*cr\ licentious description • 
This ccrcmon) is entitled the Sni Ciiakra 

or PunvAmsncKA the Rise or foU Inttia 

tlOQ j 


dutecU pTQ DO OOccd Jo^ or Zo^ And b rqulnkiit to 
A secoUr oon ai tbtjf wotnm art rjhxqoentJj rapp o rt rd 
a 1^ "Hit word trom c us loro tui I'^oome wjntVaJcui 
incti Sena ood fhor u exactly tbc lanw at Dnil or Dulica 
{ioo-ty<ar\ Tbc booU of njoraUli djrfd a /wiWbJ wife 
to rtiim ibe roaclj ol Yogini, or Irtnalcs who haNt Iwen 
idofed At « 4 CtU 

Tbc Sacti tyilcm bean • ttnidac dEaily wiih Epioi 
rtanbai- It leaches MAlrrulnn) and the Atomic »yst«n 
of chancf (Compa/e th^ Anan^ Tnniran c. x>ij with 
XatmfiAi Eb 

Tbc worthlp of women and tbc Sflcta * cma tiiki art 
ffroonded on pissicct in the \ eda whkh Orthodox BnJtw 
mins regard a» erf doobtfol authority (Vide Rjg VMaxB, 
Bk. IL c. MU. acctiooi 13. X4 and itthanj, 8th pannarn 
ncka B 14 which coclab tbc Snela ffewm ifanfraw lie) 

\lrTboa cm Ilia. Sects. vcL xvij A* Re*. 
tWard on the Vahnavfa p. J09 
The leadine rite* of the Satti Sodiana are described 
In the Ocw RWAatya a lecOon of the RnJra Yimnla It 
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This method of adonng the Sacti is un- 
questionably acknowledged by the texts 
regarded by the Vanis as authonties for 
the impunties practised 

The members of the sect are sworn to 
secrecy, and wiU not therefore acknowledge 
any participation in Sacta-Puja Some years 
ago, however, they began to throw off this 
reserve, and at the present day they trouble 
themselves very httle to disguise their 
imtiation mto its mystenes, but they do not 
divulge in what those mystenes consist 

The Culanava has the following and 
other similar passages the Tantras abound 
with them 

" Many false pretenders to knowledge, 


IS therein stated that the object of worship should be either 
" A dancing girl, a female devotee, a courtesan, Dhobee 
woman, a barber's \vife, a female of the Brahmmical or 
Sudra tnbe, a flower girl, or a milk-maid Appropnate 
munims are to be used She is to be placed n^ed, but 
nchly ornamented with jewels and flowers, on the left of a 
circle described for the purpose, with various immtrus and 
gesticulations, and it is to be rendered pure by the repe- 
tition of different formulas, bemg finally sprinkled over 
mth wine by the pecuhar mantra 

“ The Sach is now purified, but if not previously mi- 
tiated, she is to be further made an adept by the commum- 
cation of the Radical Mantra whispered ttuice m her ear, 
when the object of the ceremony is complete The finale is 
what_ might be anticipated, but accompamed throughout 
by muntrus, and forms of meditation very foreign to the 
scene " — ^Wilson, As Res , vol xvu 225, on Hm Sects 
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and uho ha\e not been duly Initiated pre 
tend to practise the CauJa ntes but If 
perfection be attained by dnnkjng wine 
then c\cr 3 drunkard i5 a saint If \irtuc 
consists in eating flesh then c\Try cam! 
vorous animal in the world is i-irtuous If 
denial happiness be derived from the union 
of the sexes then all beings vdW be entitled 
to It A follower of the Cub doctrine is 
blameless in m) sight if he rrprmcs those 
of oUier creeds who quit Ihwr established 
obscnanccs Those of other sects who use 
the articles of the CauJa worsliip sliaU be 
condemned to a mclempsjxhosls during as 
manj >cars as there are hairs of the 
bod> 

The KauchilQas ore another branch of the 
Sactas sect tbeu worship much resembles 
that of the Caubs, They arc however 
distinguished by one particular rite not 
practised by the others and throw into con 
fusion all the ties of female rcbtionship 
natural restraints arc wholly disregarded and 
a community of women among the wlanes 
inculcated • 


This tect appear* hi the Ssnlura I ijtya as the 
UcicittHJtM Ganapiti or UairmmlM arct who declare that 
oD men and oD wuhksi arc of ore ewte and tlul their inter 
coone h free from laulL — VUc Ward » Worla, voL fl 5 
cm thoabm-e sobject— fr»/wf od Utn Sfds vtJ xvii 
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On the occasions of the performance of 
divme worship the women and girls deposit 
their 'juhes, or bodices, m a box m charge 
of the Gum, or pnest At the close of the 
ntes, the male worshippers take each a '\ulte 
from the box, and the female to whom it 
belongs, even were she his sister, becomes 
his partner for the evemng m these lascivious 
orgies * 

Dancing formed an important part of the 
ceremonial worship of most Eastern peoples 
Dancing girls were attached to the Egyptian 
temples and to that of the Jews David 
also, we are told, “ danced before the Lord 
with all his might ” And to every temple 
of any importance m India we find a troup 
of Nautch or dancing girls attached 

These women are generally procured when 
qmte young, and are early mitiated mto aU 
the mystenes of their profession They are 
instructed m dancmg and vocal and mstru- 
mental music, their chief employment bemg 
to chant the sacred h5mins, and perform 
nautches before the God, on the recurrence 
of high festivals But this is not the only 
service reqmred of them, for besides bemg 
the acknowledged mistresses of the ofha- 


• Yet these Sacteyas (or adorers of Sacti) look upon all 
but themselves as " pasu jana," mere brutes I 
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ating priests it Is their duty to prostitute 
thcmscl\cs in the courts of the temple to 
all comers and thus raise funds for the 
ennehment of the place of worship to which 
Ihej belong 

Being al\va)6 \comen of considerable per 
sonal attractions which arc heightened b> 
all the seductions of dress Jewels accora 
pUshraents and art thej frequent!) receive 
large sums in return for the favours the) 
grant and fift) one hundred and even two 
hundred rupees have been known to be paid 
to these syrens in one night Nor is this 
very much to be wondered at as the) com 
pnsc among their number perhaps some of 
the loveliest women in the world. 

It has been said oiread) tint among the 
classes from which a medium for Sadi is 
selected is the courtesan and danang-girl 
grade they arc Indeed more frequently 
chosen for this honour than the others before 
enmnerated A f^autch woman esteems it 
a peculiar privilege to become the Radha 
Dca on such occasions It is an office indeed 
which these adepts arc on every account 
better calculated to fulfil willi satisfaction to 
the sect of Sactcyas who require their aid 
than a more innocent and unsophisticated 
girl 

The worship of Seeii (as already observed) 
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IS the adoration of Power,* which the 
Hindus t57pify by the Yom, or womb, the 
ArgJia or Vulva, and by the leaves and 
flowers of certain plants thought to resemble 
it Thus m the Anandra Tantram, c vi , 
verse 13, we find an allusion to the 
Aswattha, or sacred fig-tree (the leaf of 
which is m the shape of a heart, and much 
resembles the conventional form of the Yom, 
to which it IS compared) 

" Aswattha -pair a sadrttsam Yontdctdram cha 

bJiAianatn 

Tdmra, rupya, suvaruatsiu rachttam ial pra- 
sasyate ” 

In Ananda Tantram, cap vu 148, and 
other passages, reference is made to Bhaga- 
mala She appears to be the goddess who 
presides over the pudendum muliehre, 1 e , the 
deified Vulva . and the Sach is thus per- 
sonified 

In the mental adoration of Sacb a diagram 
is framed, and the figure imagmed to be 
seen inside the Vulva This is the Adha- 
mukham, or lower face, 1 e , the Yom, 


* In Egjrpt we leam that Typho sometimes bore the name 
Seth, “ by which they mean the Tyianmcal and overbearing 
Power, or, as the word frequently sigmfies, the Power that 
overturns all thmgs,and that overleaps all bounds ” — ^Plutar 
de Iside et Osindes, xxxvi 
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ubmhi the v-orshipper K to imagine 
{inantapam) a chapel to be erected • 

All the forms oi Sflcfi Puja rcf)nirc the 
use of some or all of the five— tfaAaraJ f 
Aldnta ilfafj>'a iUoiyfl \failhuna and 
A/ffrfru— that is flesh fish wmc uomcn and 
certain mi-sUcal tftistings or gesticulations 
with the fingers 

Such arc some of the peculiar (eaturcs of 
the worship of Po^vER (or Gnosticism) J and 
which combined with the Lmga Pu)a (or 
adoration of Phallos) constitnlcs at the 
present da> one of the most popular dogmas 
of the HmdCls, 


* Anuodn Ttntnzo. 

j They treeancBenited f& the ''Mudtt 

4sd u^Urafia are the Uakiro vBch Ukn away 

aQaln. 


tStnwalUg^ttUmppoiw! tobelbetowidnotVSwtem 
GtiortkiKa he U wu errio comipleil the Nkoljiiai>« |rU# 
Apocalypse, fi. 6 13). They held fenroal pleajuic lo be the 
tniacre^ 

In the Foreign Qearterfy Review p 15^580 thelohow 
{ngpMWgeoccnra The graml object oj the magic of the 
Chrtrtiaia fa the nriddle ages wa» to obtain the commaoJ 
over the service* o{ demo** *tich were tbc pnrwUl* of 
witchei. Bat these were always kwked npon a* cdimfaaL 
The beBef that men pones* the power to toand triiils 
wa» not pecohar to tbc Gw»Uck Cfahtianv The Utureie* 
of the Roman and Greek thorcbe* conUJn icv^ rnles 00 
these sahjccti" 


The Uaooin of Scfpio dl Rkd of PUtola reveal some 
remjj^l^ ^ plainly demcnstrelfag that Sacteya Wet* 
^ thdr way into the monasteries aod coomts of 
Italy fa the latter part of the last cenhny 


ViV 




